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OPENING OF PARLIAMENT.
The Legislative Couneil met at 3.6 p.m.

PROCLAMATION,

The Clerk of Parlinments (Mr. A R.
Grant) vead the proclamation summoning
the third session of the Fifteenth Parlia-
ment.

LIEUT.-GOVERNOR’'S OPENING
SPEECH.

Hiz Excellenecy the Lieut.-Governor
entered the Council Chamber at 3.6 p.m.
and, the members of the Legislative Assem-
bly baving also attended in the Chamber
ohediently to summons, Hiz Excellency was
pleased to deliver the following Speech:—

Mr, President and Honourable Members of
the Legislative Council—

Mr. Speaker and Members of the Legisla-
tive Assembly—

The third session of the Fifteenth Par-
liament of Western Australia has been sum-
moned for the consideration of important
public business.

1]

Earlv in the present vear an invitation
was extended by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment, at the instance of the Vietorian
Gouvernment, to a member of the Royal
Family, to attend tie Victorian eentenary’
celebrations to he conducted in the near
future.  Eventually, a =election by His
Majesty the ing for this purpose fell upon
Prince Henry. Duke of Gloucester.  His
Royal Highness will acecordingly land at Fre-
mantle on the 4th October. He will attend
and open the Centenary Show of the Roval
Agricultural Societv. spend a few days in
Perth, pay a brief visit to the country, and
depart from Kalgoorlie for the Bastern
States on the 9th October. The projected
visit of this member of the Royal Family is
hailed with general approbation, and it is
evident that Western Australia will not be
found wanting in manifesting the loyalty
of its citizens to the Throne of the Empire.

The report of the Royal Commission

" appointed to inquire into the finaneial posi-

tion and general administration of the Agri-
cultural Bank bas been received, and is now
being econsidered by Ministers. TIn due
course it will he placed before members, and
it is expected that you will be called upon
to consider legislation in this regard during
the present session.

A Royal Commission to inquire into the
condition and treattnent of aborigines is now
sitting, and a final and comprehensive report
upon this problem is expected in the near
future.

Mr. Speaker and Members of the Legisla-
tive Assembly—

The finaneial situation is still extremely

grave, and requires constant attention. Rigid
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economy is necezzary, and no funds ave
availahle for other than absolutely essential
serviees, The revenue for the year ended
36th June, 1034, was £8,481.697, and the ex-
penditure £9.270,609, leaving a deficit of
£788,912 on the vear’s transaetions.

It was decided at the last meeting of the
Loan Counecil that Western Australia’s defieit
for the current year should be financed wup
to £630,000. The limitation te this amount
was only made possible by applving towards
the reduction of the deficit the major part
of thiz State's share of the fpecial grant of
£2,000,000 which is to be distributed hy the
Commonwealth Government among all the
States,

All the Sfate’s London loans carrving a
rate of interest of over 5 per eent., with an

optional date of redemption have now heen

converted to sither 4 per cent. or 3% per
cent. Tt is notable thal Western Australia
has received, in pruportion to the mmount of
her indebtedness, less heuefit from the over
seas conversions than any other State, hut
most of our loans were orviginally floated on
more satisfactory terms.  There are still
many other loans which have not yet matured
and on which it has nol been possible to
seeure a reduction of interest by eonversiun.
Unless hondholders may be indurced to lower
their rates of interest in the meantiwe, there
appears to be no escape from the continued
payment of high rates upon theze loan: uniil
maturity.

Mr. President and Honourable Members of,
the Legistative Council—

Mr. Speaker and Members of the Legisla-
tive Assembly—

The problem of unemployment has ve-
eeived the =serions cousideration of Ministers
at all times. Their efforts have.been de-
voted to providing employment for a greater
nimiber of workers and  theveby veducing
sustenance payntents,

A= a result, the number of persons receiv-
ing ~ustenance, which stood at 6,263 on the
Ist July, 1933, has heen reduoced fo 1.196.

Twelve month= axo sustenance was costing
this State £7.127 per week, as against £1,787
at the present date.

The Government helieves that one of the
mo=t promizine avenues for the provision of
cmplovment 15 the extension and develop-
raent of the Siate’s secondary industries. Fo

thiz end, an active and extensive eampalgn
has been launched to eveate a greater de-
mand by the pnhlic for local goods. 1In
this campaign Ministers have veceived valu-
able assizstance from the Economic Council,
wliich 15 representative of all seetions of the
community.

While a definite advance has heen made
in faveur of local goods, there is still a
great ficld to be exploited. Ministers are
firily of the belief that a proper apprecia-
tion of the value of supporting loeal pro-
duction will go far toward solving unem-
ployment,

Mining.

Tnerea<ed activity in the mining industry
eontinues to he the outstanding and most
satisfactory feature of the State’s develop-
ment. The gold vield for 1933 celipsed that
of the previous year by 31,646 fine ozs,,
while the six months’ yield to the 30th June,
1934, exceeded that of the similar period of
1933 by 16,516 fine ozs. The high price of
gold has enabled companies to instal modern
plants, and to do developmental work whieh
otherwise could not have been undertaken.

Many large companies have been formed
for the purpose of developing mines and
examining areas, and vapitai.is flowing in
from various parts of the world. 1My Gov-
ernment, in collaboration with the Commen-
wealth and Queensland Governments, is now
preparing for an aevial geophysical and
geological survey of that portion of Ans-
tralia north of latitude 22°. This examina-
tion will be most thorough, anid it is hoped
that it will diselose further anriferous and
metalliferous areas. There is no doubt what-

ever that the present year will ser further

wreat progress in the industry.

Pastoral,

Alihough the past season was dry in pas-
toral areas, excellent rains have been experi-
enced this vear and prospects are most pro-
miring, There are now 10,303,102 sheep in
the State, in addition to this year's lambs.
The ruality of Western Australian lamhs
exported Inst year showed a maked im-
provement, and they are now in keen de-
mand. With wheat farmers realising the
advautage of keeping sheep, the industry
i= extending throughout the State. During
the season, 159,852 bales of wool were sokl
for 3,443,529, the average price being
15.86d. per 1h.



North-West.

1t is pleasing to be able {o record the pro-
oresa in the tropieal fruit industry on the
Gasrovne Tivern Additionnl blocks have
heen faken up, and banana and pineappic
siueckers planted. Three thousand six hundred
and thirteen eases of hananas, together with
considerabla quantities of other [ruits and
vegetables, were sent away Crom this area
during the year.

The Onslow jetty, whieh was partly de-
steoved in Marvel Tast as the result of a
eyelone, is heing restored.  Meanwhile, the
lightering of stork and earzo has  heen
arranged to meet the emergeney.

Three experimental shipmenis of ehilled
heef from the Wyndham Meatwaorks, each
comprising  approximaiely 1,200 hind-
quarters, have heen nrranged tlHs season,
and two have alveady left.  The first ship-
ment areived on the Londoan market in July,
and wag verv favonrably reported upon hy
the trade. Although it was unfortunately
landed on a weak market, dne fo over-snpply
from South America and fo ahnormally hot
weather, it is anlicipated that these experi-
ments will prove the pessibility of handling
elitlled heef Lrom Wymwdham on the London
market in a satislaetory condition.

Foresls,

The timber industry, in relation te hoth
loeal and overseas omlers, shows afeady im-
provement and inerensing promise.  Several
mills have ve-opeued during vecent months,
and it 1= antieipated that other mills, idle
for the past three ar four vears, will shortly
recoimmence operations. Many overseas eon-
tracts have alsa been let for jareah sleepers,

Fxport timber prices, however, are still
at a low Ievel, and the Government has re-
centlv made n further concession fo saw-
millers on sawn timher exported overseas.
Despite the extensive reforestation work
andertnken during the past three years, the
long peviod of uncontrolled exploitntion ha<
created a position which can only bhe met by
e onally restrieting the output from exist-
ing forests uniil the second erop iz nearing
inaturity.

Lands.

Under conditional alienation, 583 applien-
tions were approved for an area of 350,062
aeres during the vear, and under pastoral
lease 124 applieations were approved for
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7,930,900 aeres.
way 347,

Further inercases were made in the quan-
tities of wire provided for settlers, 1,306
miles of nelfine and 142 tons of barhied and
plain wire beine made available For 304
seftler= at a enst of £55,221,

The nusher of new -ettlers

TWiieat.

The estimated yield of wheat for Iast vear
i< 37.333,177 bushels from an aren of
4,182,600 acves. This is an average of 11.79
hushels per acve, a stight reduelion on last
vear. The rainfall for the season, although
crqual (o the average wns not so suitably dis-
tribuled thronghout (he growing period,

The  present  <eason openel well  aver
ahunst the whole of (he wheat helt. Though
heavy raing ennsed some delays in seeding,
the weneval pogilion s sntislactory, and
vielids should be well up io the average.

Fruit,

The export of apples in 1934 was 618,274
hushels, as against 504,002 hoshels for the
previous year. The pewr erap was lighter
and exports  were less hy some 13,000
bushelz, hut (he price was nmmel better and
the demand hrisk.

Dairying.

The avernge priee for hutter fat for ihe
past twelve months was 9.0d. For a time
prices fell to 8d, In spite of this, the pr-
duetion of buatler inereased hy 334,598 |hs,

Praspects For the 1934 season are hright,
Weather eonditions are excellent, and already
ithe splendid pastnres have indueed inereasel
production over the corresponding period of
last year. The fixation of an Australian
price of 140s. per ewt. for butter will en-ible
at least 1s. per Ib, to be paid locally for but-
ter fat.  This i= considered profitable.

Railways, ete,

Nuring the financial vear 1933-34 the rail-
way returns were £103,597 worse than for
the previous vear, hoth increased expendi-
ture and decreased revenue being respons-
ible. The smaller tonnage of wheat railed
to the seaboard was the principal cause of
the falling revenune, but, as a considerable
movement of wheat is now apparent, hetfer
vesuli= should be veflected in the figures for
the eurrent vear. The incrense in expendi-
tuve i= largely aecounted for by the partial
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restoration of the wage and salary enis
under the PFinancinl Emergency Act, and
repairing damages caused by the extensive
washaways in March last.

Although tramway revenuc derlined hy
£1,100, expenditure was approximately
£17,000 less on this utility: and the elee-
tricity supply also showed an improvement
of approximately £16,000 for the year, as
a result of inereased revenue. The neces-
sity for additional electricity is so urgent
that it has hecome imperative to increase
the eapacity of the East Perth power honse.
For this purpose approval has heen granted
by the Loan Couneil for a special loan to
he raised in Austrealia to cover extensions
estimated to cost, with exchange, £5G0,000,
Tenders hiave been ealled for the work, and
these are now under consideration hy the
Government.

Fdueation,

Tt has become necessary to re-open the
Tenchers Training Colleze, which was tem-
porarily closed in December, 1931, but its
seope will he considerably enrtniled. Teachers
will attend the University for many aeademie
subjeets, but will he trained by the Deparf-
ment for subjects which are not included in
the degree course, but which are essential
in the primary sehool.

Water Supply.

The quantity of water supplied to the
metropolitan arvea during the past vear was
4,067,000,000 gallons. Nearly 3,000,000,000
eallons were ohtained from hills supplies, the
halance coming from artesian hores. So far
as the present vear is concerned, the heavy
rainfall to date has assured full veservoirs
at Churehman and Vietortn. Tt will he neces-
sary in future to restrict the use of water
during the summer months until there is a
considerable quantity in storare at the Can-
ning veservoir, the construction nf which
was commenced recently.

Sewerage and Drainage.

Sewerage works continned in satisfaetory
operation doring the year. Extensions to
new areas in the Subiaco distriets were pro-
ceeded with, and the sewernge of Claremont-
Cottesloe was commenced.

Large drainnge works at Subiaco and
Maylands were eompleted, and {urther work
is in hand at Maylands.

Legislation.

You will he asked to give consideration,
among other things, to measures dealing
with—

Mctropolitan Tublie Utilities.
An amendment of the Administration

Act.
Renewal of Finaneinl Emergency legis-
lation. :

State Lotteries,
The Arvienltural Bank.
An amendment of the Constitution Act.

I now declare this Session of Parlianent
open, and teust that Providence may bless
vour lahenrs in the interests of this State

BILL-INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
CONTINUANCE.,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Flon. .[. M.
Drew—Central) [3.28]: Tn order to assert
and maintain the undoubted rights and privi-
leges of this Honze te initiate legislition, T
move witheut nobice for leave to introduce
a Bill enittled “An Aecl to continue the oper-
ations of the Tndustries Assistanee  Acts,
19153-31."

Leave given; Bill intvodueed, and rvead a
firat Gime,

LIEUT.-GOVERNOR'S SPEECH,
DISTRIBUTION.

The PRESTDENT: 1 have received From
s Exeolleney the Licut.-(iavernor printed
copies of (he Speech ha lus been pleased to
deliver to Purliament. These will he distri-
buted asnonegst members.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
First Day,

HON. G. FRASER (\VWesl}
move—

(4.31]: [

That the Tollowing Mildress he presenfed to
His xeclleney the Livut.-Governor in reply
to the Speech he has been pleased to deliver
to us:—* May it please your Excolloney: We,
the members of the Legislative Council of ghe
Stato of Western Australia, in Purlinment as-
semblad, heg to express our loxalts to our Most
Giracions Sovereign, and to thank Your Ex-
celleney for the Specch you have heen plensel
tu deliver to Irarlinment,”?
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Uis Exeellency'’s Speech i1s similar fo
thuse that have been delivered 1o this Par-
liament for o good wany years past. In
that Speech we have a reeital of many
things of interest to the people of the
State, which have taken place, particalarly
during the past 12 months.  But before
dealing with that Speech 1 desive to say
how pleased 1 am to see you, Mr. Presi-
dent, back in your old place onee more.
We are sabislied that during the time you
were away frum the State you were in-
deed o good wwbassador for Western Aus-
tralia.  On scveral ogeasions we bpoticed
in the Press, reports of some of your
activities whilst in the Old Country. But
althvugh we know that you were doing a
large amount of good in the Uld Land, we
are very pleased io see you baek here
aziwin. 1, personally, amn pleased that you
appear to be in a nuch beller state of
health than when you left here, and I
sincerely trust that your appearance does
not lelie your actual health. During the
period which elapsed while you were away,
we were ubly presided over by the Deputy
President. llowever, there is one little
cumplaint L have to make ugainst the
Deputy President, and I am sorry he is
not in his seat just now, for I was hope-
ful that, in censequence ol my remarks,
he would remedy the defect the next time
he oceupied the presidential Chaiv. What
I have to say is that he is not sv consider-
ale ns yom, Sir, when he is going to let
the axe fall on members; he gives us ne
wivting whatever,  You, Siy, do give us
a little gonsideration for, by a slight nove-
ment forward in your Chuir, you indicate
that vou are going to deal with us.

LHon, H. Seddon: It is the same old axe,
though.

Hon, G. FRASER: Yes, but the Presi-
dent gives us i chance to guard against
the Dblow, whereas the Deputy President
gives us no such warning. However, 1
hope he will remedy that in Loture. There
are several hright features in the Speech,
one heing the rveferences to the wmining
industry. To read of the progress of min-
ing, und the way it has helped this State
in every crisis with which the Stale has
been fueed, is very gratifving,  We sce
evidenee in anr daily walk of 1ife that there
has heen an naprovement in the mining
industry, bui it is always refreshing to he
reminded of it in the Lieut.-Governor’s

- )

Speech. By the special mention it gets
there, much greater publieity is piven to it,
and so the attention of the average citizen
is caught. 1t is pleasing to note that
sonze of the success achieved in that indus-
iry can be eredited to the present Admin-
istration. They have never failed to do
everylhing possible for (he improvement of
the industry. On many oceasions they
have tuken action which, I am prepared to
suy, has materially assisied the industry
in reaching the pinnacle of prosperity it
occupies to-day. I do not say the present
Administration are wholly responsible for
if, but at least they have done much in
putting the industry in its lourishing con-
dition. 1 give special eredit to the Min-
ister for Mines for having initiated the
prospecting scheme,  Some goldfields mem-
hers do not entirely agrec with that enter-
prise, but T have knowledge of a number
of people whose outlook in life was very
black until thev were given places in that
prospecting scheme, as the result of which
they now have sowmething to leok forward
to.  .Among thuse people are many who
had never previously seen a mining field.
While they have not made fortunes, they
have been lifted out of the ymt in which
they were fur some years hefore going out
prospecting.  The Government that ean
bring abuut such a vesult are doing some-
thing for the benefit of the citizens of the
Stale, and therefore of the State itself,
That is one of the bright features in His
Excelleney’s Speech. [t shows that for
the year cnded on the 30th June last,
31,000 addilienul ounces of gold were won,
as against the result of the previous 12
months.  Also it shows that during the
first six wonths of this year 16,000 ounces
were  won, over and above the record
of last year. It makes ome wonder
how  high these increases in ~ the
produetion  of pgold will go. The
figures I have guoted show the wonder-
{ul amount of wealth that is being brought
to the countey by means of the goldmining
industry.  Another very bright feature of
the past vear is the improvement shown in
the unemployment ficures. The Speech we
have just heard delivered is one of the best
from that point of view that we have
listened to in this Chamhber in recent years.
Hois qmite o change from the tone of the
Speeches we heard when the previous Gov-
criinent werve in office. There is no doubt
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& wueh healthier tone exists in the commu-
nity to-day. By their activities the Govern.
ment have considerably decreased the num-
ber of unemployed persons and provided
thein with work. Not only have they de-
creased the number of those who were out of
work, bui have shown a considerable decrease
in the vote that comes under the heading of
the sustenance department. This deerease
has been considerable. It appears to me,
thevefore, that the present Administration
liave given a good answer to the erities who
were 50 loud in their eomplaints atb the thme
of the lust elections, when they said that a
Labour Administration could not govern in
adverse times. 1 would point out thar when
Labour was previously in office, they had a
better reeord than any Government which
preceded them in this State, but the erities
said, “That wag in good times; lel us see
what will huppen when we have a sample of
thely adminiglration in bad times.” I one
compares the reeord of the past 12 months
with the record of any previous Goevernment
for a similar period, one will lind that the
Labowr Administration have proved thal the
crities of thut time were wrong.

Hon. C. H. Wittenoom: They bhad more
cash at their disposul.

Hou. G. FRASELR: They wade the cash,
and did net have a printing wachine, cither.
They made the cush by the additional con-
fidenee they gave to investors by reason of
their administration whilst they oceupicd Lhe
Treasury bench,

Hon, C. H. Wittenoom: They did it Ly
Leavier taxation.

Hon. ¢, FRASIR: The bon. member wmay
think that by laxing onescll heavily, one can
tax ouncself out of finaweial dilliculty, but I
take a different view.

Hon. C. If. Wittengom: That is what the
Labour Government did.

Hon. G. FRASER: Far from it. Those
people who could bear the lax, have heen
taxed, but in the case of those who could not
bear it, the burden has been vemoved Be-
cause of that faet, the people gencrally are
in a much happier and healthicr position
than they lhave experienced for muny years.

Hon, 1. Seddon: Wages have gone up,
yuir know.

Hon, ¢, FRASER: L hope they will go
still higher. The figures show thal the num-
ber of men who were drawing the iole, as it
may be called, has shrunk Lrom 7,000 o week
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to Jess than 2,000, This indieates that some-
thing like 3,000 heads of families have a
happier home to go to than they had in the
previous 12 months, 1t is the womenfolk of
the country who will bless the labour Ad-
ministration because of the fact that their
ltushands have been given the opportunity
L earn money instead of coming home with
ration tickels.

Hon, C. B, Baxter: Do not you think that
private enterprise has done a little, too?

Hon, G. FRASER : Private enterprise has
dune a good deal, but it has been spurred on
by the efforis of the Government. Can the
lion. member puint to any time in the history
ol the State when a full-time Minister for
Linployinent lias been detailed to devote all
his energies te spurring on private industry,
as the present Minister for IBmployment has
done?

Jlon. W. d. Mann: The country was never
betore saddled with that expense.

Lton, G. FLRRASEL: Lf the hon. member
ihinks it bus been an expense to the ecountry
that the Minister for Eumployment should
bave douc all he has done to push vu local
industry, be bus been sadly misled. We have
vily to take iuto cuusiderulion the improve-
ment in employment ligures,

Hon. W. J, Mann: Are the Government
not puying him?

Hon. G, FFRASEL : e js drawing a
sulury, just as cvery other Minisler dous,
bul in the cuse of other Ministers they have
not taken on that partieular work. There
is no doubl the cumpaign is showing good
resulls.  The hon, member must know {hal
by the extra work which has been thrown
into the industry with whichk bhe himsett
is cunnected,  He musg know that a large
amount of this additiona] work has Deen
Lrought about through the elforts of thosc
who bhave stood ut the back of the loeul
products campaign.

lon. A. Thomson: 1t would be of in-
terest to know if the suil you are wearing
is un Albany Woollen Mills" suit.

Hon. G, FRASKR: It is, and I bave
never worn anylhing else; sinee 1 hed the
upportunity to do so.

lon. A. Thomson: 1 am pleased to hear
that.

Hon. G. FRASKER: 1 hope many other
people will follow that gaod example. When
1 vefer to the Minister for Employment
and the good work he has done on hehalf
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of local industries, I must at the same time
bracket with his namwe the Economic Coun-
cil. Members of that council bave given
up a lot of their time and their work in the
interests of that organisation, and 1 desive
to associate their names with that of the
Minister in any praise | may shower in
connection with this matter. 1t is pleasing
to know that 3,000 fewer people are draw-
ing ration tickets to-day than was the case
12 months ago. Most ot these 5,000 people
have been provided with work. There is,
liowever, one fly in the oiniment. All
are ot engaged in Lull-time work. T trnst
that n the coming vemr some improvement
will be effected in that respect, so tht
thuse whe are not working full thme mav he
enahled to work inore nearly full time than
s Lhe case to-day,

Hon. 4. Thamsen: 1 hope somethirg will
be done for the boys and girls.

Hon. G, YRASEK: Yes, and 1 am pre-
pured to assist the bon. member in bringing
abouf any hmprovement be can suggesh in
that divection, It is very nice io know ihat
extra employment bas beenn provided for
so many people.  Sowe of them, no -loubrt,
hive ne o'y rezched the stage of heing em-
ployed tull time. There is one section ok
employved persons who are kept at work for
gix weeks and have one week off, so that
the gap between part-time and Lull-tine
work is not very great. There is oue phase
of the yuestion to which T would like to
draw the attention of the Government. The
man whe is on the tup rung of the laudder
in the matter of cuployment has his six
weeks on and obe week off. That is the
maxitmum,  Amougst these people ar: seme
who have twe or three members of their
Tamilies not provided for, beeause they have
the maximum amount of employment. A
man with a wile and five children is on
the top rung: he receives only the same
consideration ns s wivem 1o a man with a
wife and seven or eight children. Thers
are not many of the lalter, and T hope tha!
in the voming vear some improvement will
he effectal in ihe situation so that the man
with a wumher of ¢hildren in excess of the
maximum provided will be given additional
work. Auaother =ection of the community
T desire should receive some eonsideration is
made up of those who are on the hottom
rimg of the ladder, namely those with enly
a wife, or with a wile and one ehild, Those
peaple have {o meet the ordinary overhead
cxpenses comprehended in rent, etc., but

their hours of employment are very much
shorter than is the c¢use with thuse who are
higher up in the geale. Whilst 1 desive that
all should receive consideration, [ Teel that
those at ithe two extremes should receive
mote during iie comikg vear than they
have had.

Hen. AL Thowson: Are you alsu consider-
ing single men!?

Hon. G. FRASER: They represent the
iragedy of to-duy. [ hope that the Gov-
ernment will give more consideration to
single men than has heen given in the past,
although there is ne doubt they have given
more consideration to then than their pre-
deeessors did, heeanse the number of single
men who are working, and the imount they
are being paid, jmlicates that wreater con.
sideration has heen given to their interests,
I am sure that the Government will, wilh-
out any wrging frem anyone, do all that is
possible for singly men. 1 also desire lo
say something on o inatier which is of vital
importanee tn the people of the State, Some
three or Tour vears ago T was successCul
in gelling throwglh the Chawher a motion
dealing with compulsory third partx insur-
ance risks,  The only objection raised at
the time of the idebate on the mobtion was
flhat Hhe cast of the scheme upon motorists
would be heavy, and wounld eonstitnle a
burden.  Tu reply to criticism, T was nhle
to sali=Ix ihe Chamber hat it would ot
he a costly huginess. T told the Fouse of
the scheme T had in mind wherchy ghis
additional risk eould be earvied on the hasis

of o pavment of £1 a vear. The motiom

was  carried. hnt we have heard no-
thing  more of it. On  nearly  every
oy of  the week  some  person
is injured. Generally it comes ahout

that the person responsible for the accident
is mot rovered hy any third party visk. Tn
many rases of this sort there ave no assets
hehind the person rvesponsible for the in-
Jury, the rvesult heing that the unfortunate
individual who iz hurt has no redress, and
sometimes has to carry his injuries to the
erave. Other considerations are that the in-
Jured party may he out of work for a long
time, and the family may be thrown inte
poor ctrewmstances. It is an alarming state
of affairs that the individual should he un-
‘hle to get any redress for injury of this
sort. Many people think when they ride in
a vehicle that is covered by third party risk
tnsuranee that, if an asecident oceurs, the
expenses associated with hospital and medi-
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eal freatment and compensation for the in-
Jured will he paid. T am afraid they will
he disillusioned. Tf the accident i bhrought
about hy the carelessness of the person in
whose vehicle they are riding, and that
veliiele 15 covered by third party risk insur-
ance, they are provided for, but if the acei-
dent is brought about by the vehicle of some
other individual ronning into the insured

one, and it is proved that the other per-
=on js rusponsible, althongh the injured
person may  he  fravelling in a  vehicle

that is insured, he has no hope of recovering
anvthing, It is an alarming state of affairg,
and one to which the attention of the pub-
lie should be drawn. I have been very
pleased during the last wmonth or twe to see
the velerences that have appeared in the
daily Press Lo this matter. TUnfortunately,
however, the artieles have never been fol-
lowed up.  With the inerveasing moivr traf-
He on onr reoads, it is ahsolutely cssential,
that sumnetling should he done hy the Gov-
crnmment fu protect the public from risks of
this kind. 1 hope during the coming year
the Government will give some attention to
the matter. Tt is nothing new. It may be
new in Western Awnstralin, but there is an
Act governing all this in New Zealand, and
[ notice that quite recently some of the
Fastern States have been  torning  their
attenlion to it. [ believe that altention is
alvedy being given to the malter in Eng-
fand. 1 hope we shall soon he able to learn
that this Stote is taking an active Interest
in this important question, and making a
move in the direetivn of placing an Aet on
the statute-book. 1 am afraid 1f 1 speak
any longer I shall be unpopular. Thereforve,
I fecl obliged to deler to some later period
ol the session the opportunity to discuss
‘other wmatters of interest. 1 have much
pleasure in moving the motiou with which I
opened my remarks.

HON. E. H GRAY (Wust)
tormally second the motion.

[323]: I

On motion by Hon. C. F. Baxter, debate
adjourned.

House udjourned wt 356 p.m.

Legislative Aasembly,

Thursday, 2nd Augnst, 1431,

Meeting of the Assembly "
Sunnnens from the I;ieut.emnt—(‘m crnor
Licutenant-Governor's Opening Speech
Bill : Electoral Act Amendment, 1n
Address- -in-Reply, first day .
Adjournoent, speclal ... 12

= e

MEETING OF THE ASSEMBLY,

The Legislative Assembly met at 3 pan,
pursuant to proclamation, which was read
by the Clerk Assistant (M. F. B, Tslip).

SUMMONS FROM THE LIEUT.-
GOVERNOR,

The Speaker and members, in response to
summons, proceeded to the Legislative Coun-
¢tl Chamber and, having heard His Exeel-
leney  deliver the opening  Speech  (vide
Council report ante), they refurned to the
Assembiy Chamber.

BILL—ELECTORAL ACT AMEND-
MENT.
THE PREMIER (1llon. P. Collier—

Boulder) [3.32]: In order to assert and
maintain the undoubted rights and privi-
leges of this House to nitiate legislation, T
mmove, withont notice, for leave Lo introduce
a Bill for an Act to amend Section 18 of the
Eleotoral Act, 1907-1921.

Leave given; Bill introdueed, and read a
first time.

LIEUT -GOVERNOR'S OPENING

SPEECH.

Mr. SPEAKIER: [ beg to announce that,
aceompanted by hon. members of this Cham-
ber, I attended His Excellency the Lieut.-
Governor in the Legislalive Council Cham-
her to hear the Speech which His Kxeellency
was pleased to deliver to both Houses of
Parvlinment.  For the sake of greater aceur-
aey, | have eaused eopics of the Speeeh to
he distrihuted amongst wmembers of  this
Chamber.



